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i
Typically great p _v;,l‘-ity 18 accorded the October Anmiversary and Beria's speech. The
regional .output.in t.yn week preceding the anniversary day--and to a large extent in the 8
week following it-- "ldevoted almost exclusively to the celebrations, slogens, speeches, f
ete. Shortcoming ‘évery phase of Soviet economic end political 11fe, usually high- ] }
lighted in editarial ., other comment, are played down or omitted entirely Much of :
the radio time 1is .giye ‘o & Teview of achievements on the economic front, Most of the
production figm:a‘n {4_391‘.&4 end a great deal of the phraseology used, are verbatim repeats
from Beria's Anni i r apeech. The ideology theme 1is omitted from most of the regional
broadcasts but a ireminder that this subject 1is both topical and urgent comes from
a couple of scurou.,*ncluﬂing Kazakh SSR, A bdroadcast from Kiev describing the Anniversary
demonstrations referg 40 the close friendship of the Ukrainian and Russian peoples with

!
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the familiar allusi[ or to the preferred status of the latter.
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KAZAKHSTAN: ECONOMIC ACHIEVEMENTS AND IDFOLOGICAL FAILINGS

Broadcasts from Kazakh SSR on the whole are no less exuberant and optimistic about the .
Bepubli:is economic and cultural achievements than are the other sources within the
USSR. Agriculture, according to KAZAKHSTANSKAYA PRAVDA (2 November}, has made

excellent progress since 1940, and even the livestock industry has surpassed its

vprewar totals." Culturally, the Republie is said to have reached a ney peak of develop-
ment since 1940. The number of scientific research insgtitutes has been doubled and

the number of scientific workers trebled. There is no indication, however, of the
cultural situation in the Republic before the war. 2N

The same editorial admits unspecified industrial shortecomings in Karaganda and East

i Kazakhstan oblasts, and calls on the Party organizations to eliminate them.

1 Referring to idealogical work, the paper urges g gharp improvement® {rezkoye uluch-

| shenie) ard the elimination of "serious shortcomings and perversions of & natlionalistic
| character” in history, literature and art. This, the editorial reminds {ts readers, is
of particular urgency now in view of the forthcoming Congress of the Kazakh Communist
Party set for 15 December.

A report from Alma Ata (6 November) makes passing reference to the "many enterprisges"

in the Republic which are still failing in their assigned tasks, but does not elaborate
the point. This is mentioned in the context of shortcomings of an ideological -
character which, according to the report, still exist #ithin the Party itself;

... Party organizations etili have serious bourgeois
shortcomings which must be eliminated Bourgeois
nationalistic tendencies must be eradicated and all
ideological distortions. must go!

The ideotogical aspect of the Kazakh republican press is scrutinized by KAZAKHSTANSKAYA
PRAVDA on 11 November. The newspapers are urged to exercise ;realer vigilance in
matters of Communist literature, art and science and to fight against 8ll "manifesta-
tione of bourgeois ideology, nationalism ard ccsmopolitanism.” The Kazakh press as

! a whoie, says the paper, "failed to commend the situation" (ne okazalis na vysote

1 polczhenia) when faced with the necessity of exposing serious mistakes and distortions
3 in Kazakh 1literature. Although this fact was revealed at the recent segsion of the

| Central Committee of the Kazakh Communist Party, nothing much seems to have been done .
about it, aczcording to the editorial. Among the papers gaid to be “losing sight"
(vypuskayut iz vidu) of these requirements ere SOTSIALISTICHRESKAYA KARAGANDA,
BOLSHEVITSKY [ZHOL) and SOVIETCHIK KARAGANDY. Two other paper s-~-PRIKASPIYSRAYA

KOMUNA and BOLSHEVISTSKY PUT--have, as the editorial puts 1it, exhausted their gources
of creativeness, and are failing to develop criticism and self-criticism. One of ; -
the greatest sins of the Kazakh press, as inferred from KAZAKHASTANSKAYA PRAVDA, is ol
jts mttitude toward the collective farm system which epparently does not get
sufficient plugging on its pages. "The kolkhoz system should he given prominence,
so thet the conditions of the agricultural community may be shown to the best
advantage . "

FALTERING IDEOLOGY IN WESTERN UKRAINE

PRIDUNAISKAYA PRAVDA (14 November) discusses tne approaching elections to the
primery Party organizations, and warns the Izmail oblast communists against the
iov ideological level among the rank-and-file members. What these cadres need, e
the paper hints, is a better understanding of the Lenin-Stalin friendship of ]
peoples (druzhba narodov), Soviet patriotism and proletarian internationalism.
These precepts are particularly stressed in view of the paper’s allusion to a '
Ukrainian nationalist sentiment in the oblast. One of the prerequisites for the
friendship and patriotism, the editoriel declares, is "the unmasking of the
Ukrainian boirgeois nationalist agents of Anplo-tmerican imperiaslism, the greatest :
enemies of the Ukrainian people." PRIDUNAISKAYA PRAVDA does not explicitly treat i
the oblast's economic failings as en outcome of its ideological weakmess, but such

connection is implied in the assertion that every facet of Scviet life is. 1in the ¥
final &nalysis, subject to Party supervision and Jurisdiction, and that this .’
point ghould be borne in mind at the coming elections. It is the duty of the Party
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elenrtorate to see that the "‘right“ﬁ%people are eincted 1 proper supervisgion of the
oblast’s ideologicel activities i1s to be wainvained, the paper says But the best
people can he =iested only if "1mfe‘r-psnjr democrazy” (mephdupartiynaya demokratia)
1s observed, as prescribed by the Qentrel Cormrittee of the All-Union Party:

“he rayon and town Party Cosnitiee representatives

mugt take care that there are no 1nter-party dezocrazy
violations ... no deviationg from the All-Inion
Comimunist Party rules . on the condu:t of eleaticns

to the leading Party
I
The U¥xrzinians® Dest Friend The ;c‘)ft-repeat.-:-d asge-tion of Great Russian primacy
vig-a-via the IIkrainiange 1is significantly reeaphasized o the Ukrainian radio
audien:ze, probably the largest of the year, on Oclcber Anniversary day In a
speci1al troadcast from Kiev (in W¥rainian, 7 November'! ~<arrtying Gen. Grechko's
Anniverca-y speech and descriring the ity demonetration, <he announcer recited
poetry about the greatest friend of the Ukrainian people, *he Greet Kussians.
This recital w®as foilowed up by f'nhiliar prosaic references to the debt of
gratitude owed by the Ukrairnianz to the Communist Party and their ''elder brother,"
the Rugsians, who 34 years ago first raised the standard of proletarian revolution
and "led a1 the peoples" of $zarist Hussia to a new 11fe  Tre services rendered
tc the Ukrainians by their Great ®Wussian mentors should be &1l the more appreciated,
according to the announcer, sin-e ‘the latter helped thew pul their oan affairs in
order, and were also the first to meet the common egternal darver:

Organs

It was the Great fussian people #ho helped the Ukrainian
people to destroy their nateful enemies, the Nkrainian
bourgeoig nationalists, the preatest enemies of the
Ukrainian people. 1t was tne {reat Aussian people who first
took to the field of |battle againzt the Heimen fascist
invaders. H

[

Uxrajnian version;

Tse velyki Rosiyskil narod shiho pomih ukrainskoru nazodu
rozhromyt nenavystnﬂ:h vorohiv, triinhe-prozrennrsh
ukrainskikh burzhasznikh natsionalystiv, nayly:tiyshikh
vorohiv ukrainskoho jﬁa’rodva,, Tse vin, velyki hosiyski
narod buv pershy na polu toyu protyv neme tsko-fashystskikh
zaharbnykiv, v

STALIH'S WATTONALITY POLICY |

In a talk for the home audience, Professor Grishin reviews the circumstences that led
to <he formulaticn of the present Soviet maticnality poiicy (5 November), This
"constellation of natianalities," he says, was achieved on a truly voluntary principle
based on equalitiy of rights, as embodied in the Declaration of the Kights of the
Feoples of Russia :DeXlaratsia Prav Narodov Rossit} The voluntery feature of the
vrafication, however, 1s conspicuously omitted f{rar the further discussion of this
11z, particularlyjé-om Stalin’s “The October Revolution and the National Policy

of the Russian Jowtfinists," as quoted by Grishin. The unification of the

peripheral nattonaZities--the Baltie states, Finland and Poland--under the protective
wing of Great Fussia, Stalin 1s quoted as having said, was di-tated by mutual
econori. and military :;ons*.‘deratior:xs“ The outlying areas occupied by the 65 million
non-Russians ware rich in natural resources but mlitarily valneraSle. The reverse
was true of (reat Russia. located in the heartland, she needed the mentioned
resourses to maintain her military might. "These cirzumstances," according to
Stalin, "determined the character of the national policy of the Russian Communists."
{Et1 obstoyatelstva , .. op.redeli‘li;kharakter' ratgionalnoi politiki russkikh
komunistov) o
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Seif-Fducation; TFormalisw, Latk of Zell-Criti-ien i Hevional transmissions
T Aaudiences are fOGUSINZ attention on the new aoadenit year in the Communist
retwork which admittedly 15 seiting off 1o a SXow start The situation is
arly siarming in Rostov crlast where, according 1o MOLOT 11

PARTY alTiVITIES

‘15 YNovembver}, the
st the Party-politi:al s:hools meve "a coupl ete fatiure® (polniy
laces. The paper gquestions “he qualificss 10ns of the lecturers
whose work of ealightening Ferty members i "of too low an
atisal lmvael ¥ Thesge ingtrusitars are said o be acking their
o,xze numeraus odd pits of informaticr and figures without reference
%ic wonder, -onsludes the paper, that in some places,
:1)*’1n'k" rayo“‘ the mmuer of independent atudents of Marxiem-
ircreased . |

i
. |

i
SKAYA PRAVDA (2 Novembe:r) refers 1r disparegint terms to the tendency
it A vaher of Fa~ty schools "to anroll as manv CommuLlsts as posggirtle" without
repard to their political qualifications, often makinz theo study the game program

Drovaz; 1y
and pro
wdeolog

for vasrr T4 15 very aviden!, says the paper, thai zuth e rormal‘stlc attitude
haw;‘*‘ - than promotes the idislectical) devel npwrrL of the communists;
“Political seif-sdusation does not tolerats formaligm, ~hel seme peper (14 November)

1% the much-neglected prattice of criticism and &elf ptlt:cism within the

. Party Grgabizations referring to it oas “ihe stief mistake® (glavnaya
Jbb)@z&} of the oblast Party Committes The solection of -aare«, tlie checking

of Forty denyiions and tﬂp ercouragerent of criticiem and self-¢ritizism, the papez
canpt ains, dwave mach te be desired Iaking the Tae Urom tne ohlast, the rayon
Tarty Comattiecs  are said 1o have relaxed their tontrol over the a\tivftiea,

WS H 1T On ascurding to general inatractions. The resuit. says the paper, is a
copplete Lack of 1nitiative

T Moldavian audlence is told by Tkach, Secretary of the Mnﬁdavian Central Pomm‘ttee,
that nepligence .. toward political edurnuion mxsf he compietelv eradicated.'

Yam Moldaviarn, 15 November) The Sectetary calls ettention to the “"basic task" that
demand: prompt solution, namely, a hirher ideolofgical level bf political education.

'n =omee pilazes, he asserts, such 2 zoliution 1s not even in {1e of'finy. What is
sotuslly otservable--as in Pul oaka rayor, for exampie~-is the “damaging practice

of nhindesing the propagandists in the fulfillrent of their direct tasks
\
PRATDLA 14 Movember) redefines the duties of Lh: commanist iecturers and zautions

thew agsinat hranthing out into such unrelated flelds as nmtu.a] seience, agriculture
and Yitersture. Party-sponsoved lectures, according to the paper, are to be
confined to "explaining" the great force of the Soviet recime and the victorious
jdeas of Matvwism-Leninism. Anything not directly connected with this, such as the
suhjects mentioned above, comes #ithin the competence of the Society for the
Disseminetron of uvientlfib and Political ¥rnowledge ﬂrothvr fault common among
commurnst lecturers, aceording to the paper, is their "do*wdxxsm and uncritical
approasht to the theory of Marxism-Lenlnass whieh should be jexplained *in the itht
of The mewest acnievements of . .ience *  Sevious migtakes In the presentation of
theoretival questiov s are imputed to the iecture groups of ura Furgansk and Tambov
-omminiees where "not enough atiention! {nedostato:hqo vnimania) is paid to
of the lectures. 1 ‘

SHORTIOMINGS

Agmicidtuce . Discussion of agricultural zhortoomings as 1ent{oned at the outset

{6 heid down to a minimum, and in most tases 1t s ‘Lpla-cd‘by review of sguccesses
in the form of the familiar collective farm letlers 1o Cr:lln Available comment
gtvestes the inadeguacy of farm building, poov utilization of aLrirultural machinery
and ~he vicration of the kolkhoz undivided funds (nedslimie; fondy) . RADYANSKE PODILYE
{1 Yiovember! caryies A report on the 5th gession of the Kaménets-Fodolsk oblast
Soviet which 15 said to have revealed a variety of serious apr1 ultural shortcomings

%ﬁmm\mm_
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in the oblast. The most serious of them all is "the failure to insure the proper
utilization" of tractors and draft animals which in many instances resulted in

poor arops The average sugar-beet yield in the oblast is, az~ordiny to the
dispatch, lower than last year and amounts to 195 centners per hectare. Only three
»ayong--Volochissky, Chemerovetsky and Orininsky--have produzed what the paper calls
a good average yield of sugar-beets, 300 centners per hectare. The Iivestock industry
is also reported to be in poor shape while fodder preparations are referred to as
being "endangered" in a number of rayons. Among them are Likovetsky, Mikhailovsky,
Staro-Ushitsky, Dunayevetsky and 'certain others."

ORLOVSKAY PRAVDA {2 November) lists 7 machine-tractor stations where tractor
repaits nhave either not begun or were carried out poorly Two other stations,
Pajadinskaya and Glagunovskaya, "have not repaired a single machine' but managed
to spend all the sums allocated to them for repair work.

Comparalively mild complaints of agricultural shortcomings are heard also from the
foliowing areas:

0

+aLino: Only 75 cotton pickers have been working in the fields
ingtead of the required 2,280 (2 November]

Folvava: Many kolkhozes are meeting winter unprepared for the
wintering of their livestock ... and have brought ‘
about a situation in which the kolkhoz worker appointed i
to look after the livestock is helpless. /ZARYA ‘
POLTAVSHCHINY, 13 November)

Zhitomir: Seven rayons are subjected to severe criticism for in-
efficient utilization of machinery end thereby delaying
the processing of flax. (RADYANSKA ZRITMIRSHCHINA,

13 November)

Vndivided Funds: The violation of the Agricultural Artel Charter provision for -
undivided and other communel funds (nedelimie i drugie obghchestvennie fondy) .,
seldom reported on the radio, is discussed in a PRAVDA editorial of 13 November.
These funds are at the disposal of the collective farm management but are also
subject to local Party control. They cannot be used by one without the knowledje
of the other. It is this dualism of control which prompted PRAVDA's asserticn i
that abuses of the undivided funds by collective farms are perpetrated "with the
connivanca! (pri popustitelstve) of the appropriate Party organizations. A case
in point is Tomsk oblast where an ungpecified number of collective farms are said
to have contributed "considerably less" in 1950 to the undivided funds than
required by the Agriculiural Artel Charter » Tomsk oblast, the editorial adds,
is not the only place where such malpractices have been noted. Similar Charter
" violations are reported also from Vologda, Gorky, Vliadimir and Faluga oblasts as
well as & number of other unnamed areas.

STALTNGRADSKAYA PRAVDA (14 November) echoes PRAVDA's indignation about the i
violation of “one of the basic articles" (odna is osnovnykh statei] of the ‘
Agricultural Artel Charter, the undivided fund. Discussing the poor otlast
agricultural situation in general--gheep breeding, cattle raising, fruit growing
and irrigation--the paper refers to financial mismanagement as the cause of &ll
trouble. The editorial does not imply that the undivided funds are not maintained
at the required level but says that they are not used for their assigned purpose,
the purchase of equipment and stock. (There is no mention, of course, of the way
the mentioned funds are being utilized but the "serious violations" referred to : |
11 thig connection are suggestive of illegal practices.)

<According to the Agricultural Artel Charter, every grain collective farm is to
keep an undivided fund equivalent to 12 to 15% of its pross annual earnings.
The required fund in the case of stock and industrial crop farms is 15 tn 20%.

cowibﬁTzAgngEN TIAL
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Hiph Production Costs, Irresponsibility: Broadcast reports on industrial shortcomings
in the period under revi;ejv ‘are frammentary. STALINGRADSKAYA PRAVDA (11 November),
after repeating the famiJlia‘r laudati~ng of the oblast's achievements in honor of the
24%th Ncotber Amiversary“,‘ bemoans the fact that many enterprises "still fail to
campatgn" for a reduction of their jnordinately high producti-n costs. Mentioning
only one such enterprise:,‘ 4the "Krasny Oktiabr' metal plant, the paper declares

that 1ts waste through rejected materisls amounts to "many millions of rubles.”

Inept utilization of eqdj.ment is given as the reason for tke high production costs

1in this e&nd in the othe ‘;(unnamed) plents of the oblast

INDUSTRY

K IROVOGRADSKAYA PRAVDA (15 November) says that although *he oblast industry as a
whole fulfilied its 10-month plans, 33% of the enterprises are at111 operating
behind schedule, In squne of them, particularly coal-mining enterprises, producticn
costs are cansiderably higher then planned. The inadequate outpul and delivery of
those industrial plants,‘}according to the paper. ia serious enough to be referred
<o ag an "anti-State prejxétice" which, incidentally, "has not yet ceased.” The

editoriel also points m‘xt that at the Alexandriya voal-Prospecting Trust and other
enterpris:=s "there 1s mueh’ irresponsibility among the dizectors, and inefficient
atilization of equipmenti.."‘

A vague reference to industrial shortcamings, in a different ~ontext, is made by
PRTIDUNAISKAYA PRAVDA (1>T‘November) . Some plants and factories, the paper asseris,
maye not fuit'illing the State plans and asgignments." The appropria‘e Party
organizations are urged | to "raise the level! (povysit uroven) of their activities
which, as the c—ditorialwputs it, are primarily responsihle for the poar ghowing

made by those plants. ‘

The People's Courts: Zimin discusses the approaching elections of people’s Jjudges
{narodnie zagedatell) ar:xd contrasts the "profoundly democratic" functions of the
Soviet courts with the "venal' character of the U.S. judiclary system. (14 November)
The chief present functiem of the People's Court, says he, 18 to "secure the
strictest adherence to diseipline" on the part of the workers. Its original purpose,
according to Lenin, was\to‘ struggle against the defeated exploiters who "tried to
revive their rule." A STAVROPOLSKAYA PRAVDA article by Tudge Lavrentyev (13 November)
18 more definitive in 1ts deseription of the court’s functions:

One of the most important tasks of the Soviet court
as a punitive orgen is the most severe and relentless
struggle! against enemy agents (from) ... the United

States, Britain and other bourgeois states ...

The death penealty, says Laﬁantyev, has been abolished in the Soviet Union but is
=t111 applied in the case of gpies and diversioniats. Among the other evils listed
as subject to court action are hooligenism (khuligenstvo) and cheating the consumer.
{Hooliganism, as used in Russian terminology, ranges in definition from vandalism
and petty thievery to agseult and battery). These "manifestations of gsurvivals of
capivalism" are admitteh;to be strong enough to "slow the movement! toward
Communism. That the So;viet consumer is on the receiving end of numerous illegal
marketing practices is also evident from Lavrentyev's reference to the various
ngbuses in the f1eld of) Soviet (retail) trade." The People’s Court, he says,

is also called upon to lcombat such malpractices as tgpeculation, dribvery ...

false weighing and cheating of customers."

A NOTE ON BERIA'S ANNTVERSARY SPEECH

Three of the four economic failings referred to by Beriae epitomize the consistent
radio and press campaign against these shortcomings since the beginning of the
year, His sttack on the industrial managers (khozyaistvenniki) for their narrow
departmental spproach to work (uzkovedomstvenny podkhod k delu) reflects the
widely publicized drive‘fagainst the repeated attempts of local officisls to
rprotect" laggard 1ndus:triea, This is usually done, as the radio often reminds
1ts listeners, by "hiding them behind the backs" (pryatat ikh z spinoi) of the

e CONFIDENTIAL ¢
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more efficient enterprises whose above-plan performabce is utilized to pﬁoduce

a good average figure for an entire area or industry. Tolerated in the past, this
practice has been frowned upon by the Soviet Government since the withdrqwal of
atate gubsidies from industrial plants in the attempt to promote their operations

on a self-sustaining basis (rentabelnost). Since plants are required to{shcw a
profit, any loss sustained by them is looked upon as a violation of State interests.
Hence, Beria's reminder to the captains of industry!that the interegtsg of the State
are above all (interesy gosudarstva prevyshe vsego)J and thet State diseipline

mst be strictly observed. { 3

|
|

There 1s little direct reference in Beria's speech Jo the livestock induétry, a

subject of much disparaging comment on the regional |transmitters. The ldtter !
attribute the major 1lls of that industry to the 1adk of fodder, and Beria's

inferential treatment of the subjeet is obviously an implicit reiteration of the }
regional complaint: "The expansion of the fodder base continues to remain the

most important problem in the matter of stockbreeding." ' ' i |

Another shortcoming admitted by Beria 18 the 1nadquate utilization of technical j
facilities and the high production costs which, incidentially, are attriﬁuted 10 |
poor labor orgenization and overhead expenditures (nakladnie raskhody) . iThe inept
utilization of mechinery is said to be prevalent in |construction where; according
to him, *mach 1s yet to be done" (mnogoye predstoitﬂeshche sdelat). There is no
indication as to whether the type of construction involved is civilian oﬁ industrial.

J ' | '
The most significant explicit admission made by Berie is that the Soviet|consumer
1s still at the bottam of the Soviet pyramid despite the alleged increase in the
turnover of consumer goods since last year., Here again the reference ig inferential,
the eriticism being directed against the "numerous shortcomings" of the retail
trade orgenizations (torguyushchie organizatsii). Hot only is the average consumer
understood to be inadequately supplied but the demands of the populaticn/as a whole
are still e matter of superficial study (vse eshche.slabo izuchayetsia spros nagelenie) .
Goods, says Beria, are not always skillfully utilized, and errors are conmitted
"by glutting" (v zavoze) various oblasts and republics with certain types of

merchandise. | o ‘
|
\
|

L transmission from Odessa (37 October) to captains of all Russian ships at seca

reminds them that "in the last ten days :lone there |were six accidents among snips

of +the shipping concern,'" Three of the zix ships ran egrcund which'atteéts %0 !

the "drop in work discipline, the ignoring of the demands of the regulations, the

poor standards which the captains set themselves and their subordinates, |anc the

delay in the promotion of officers, seamen and pilots.®
|

SHIP ACCIDENTS
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